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tingly with an account of the beginnings of civilian settlement in 
the region and the relations between settlers, and soldiers. This 
topical arrangement results in a rather static treatment of the sub- 
ject — ^the reader does not get an adequate impression of the de- 
velopment of the region as a whole during the period; but it 
helps, on the other hand, to bring out the character of the fort as 
an institution. 

The author has consulted a large amount of material both 
manuscript and printed, and has used it, in general, with discrim- 
ination. AUhough marred by occasional grammatical slips, such 
as a singular verb with a plural noun and a pronoun without an 
antecedent, the style is spirited ; and the book should have an ap- 
peal to the lay reader. The scholar, too, if he have patience to 
track the footnotes to their lair at the end of the book, will find 
much to assist him in further and more intensive research. 

The book is attractively printed and bound, is indexed, and 
contains two illustrations. Its interest and usefulness might have 
been increased by reproductions of some of the contemporary 
maps of the reservation and the surrounding region and especially 
by the inclusion of a critical bibliography of the material con- 
sulted. 

Solon J. Buck 

Final Report of the International Joint Commission on the Lake 
of the Woods Reference. (Washington and Ottawa, 1917. 
261 p. Illustrations) 

Under provisions of a treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, January 11, 1909, the questions considered in this 
report were submitted on June 27, 1912, to an international joint 
commission by the governments of the United States and the 
Dominion of Canadia. The report, dated June 12, 1917, treats 
of international regulation of the water level, by dams and other 
means, "in order to secure the most advantageous use of the 
waters of the Lake of the Woods and of the waters flowing into 
and from the lake on each side of the boundary for domestic and 
sanitary purposes, for navigation and transportation purposes, for 
fishing purposes, and for power and irrigation purposes, and also 
in order to secure the most advantageous use of the shores and 
harbors of the lake and of the waters flowing into and from the 
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lake." Accompanying this Final Report of the commission are 
the report of their consulting engineers, in three volumes, with 
an atlas consisting of forty-one maps, and a second report of 
about thirteen hundred pages, embodying testimony at public 
hearings of "the interested parties who desired to be heard upon 
the question of the use and control of the waters of the Lake of 
the Woods and its iwain tributary. Rainy River and Rainy Lake ; 
and upon the question of the value of riparian lands which might 
be aifected by the establishment of any proposed level for the 
Lake of the Woods." The Report itself is illustrated with fifty- 
four page plates, comprising sixty-nine views from photographs. 
It closes with a bibliography and a useful index. Minnesota 
readers will be the more interested in it because former Congress- 
man James A. Tawney of Winona was one of the American 
members of the commission. To Lawrence J. Burpee, secretary 
to the commission for Canada, is due much of the credit for the 
historical sketch of the Lake of the Woods distriot. 

The third part of the Report is a supplement, devoted to a 
description of the geography and history of the region, with de- 
tails of the early exploration, the fur trade, the settlement by 
farmers, the development of its other large industries, such as 
lumbering, mining, and fisheries, its attractiveness to tourists and 
sportsmen, and the great value of the waterpower which is avail- 
able on the Rainy and Winnipeg rivers. To Jacques de Noyon, 
a French Canadian voyageur, belongs the honor of being the first 
white man who is known to have traversed a part of the northern 
boundary of Minnesota. About the year 1687 he set out from 
Lake Superior by the canoe route of the Kaministiquia River 
with a party of Assiniboine Indians, in the hope of coming to 
the Sea of the West. He passed through Rainy Lake, called the 
Lake of the Crees, and wintered on a river flowing from it, the 
Takamaniouen, called Ouchichiq by the Crees, evidently the 
Koochiching or Rainy River, from which one of the newer coun- 
ties of Minnesota is named. The following spring be descended 
the Rainy River to the Lake of the Woods, described the por- 
tages at the falls and rapids, and noted the differing character of 
the country on the left and right adjoining this lake. More than 
forty years later, in 1732, Verendrye and his sons with a party 
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of soldiers and voyageurs built a trading post, named Fort St. 
Charles, on the south side of the narrow western bay or inlet of 
the lake, later known as the Northwest Angle, and thus set up the 
first habitation of white men on its shores. 

From this date the Lake of the Woods region has an interest- 
ing history of Indian wars, boundary difficulties, white settle- 
ment, railroad construction, and industrial development at In- 
ternational Falls and Fort Frances on the Rainy River. Re- 
cently the falls of the Winnipeg River have been utilized to 
supply the electric power for the streetcar systems and industrial 
plants of Winnipeg, St. Boniface, and other neighboring towns 
of Manitoba. 

Warren Upham 

Norsk Lutherske Menigheter i Amerika, 184^-1916. Compiled 
by Rev. Olaf M. Norlie and others. In two volumes. 
(Minneapolis, Augsbui^ Publishing House, 1918. WS7, 
1126 p. Portraits, plates, text figures, statistical charts) 

The Reverend O. M. Norlie and a number of assistants have 
brought together in this work an enormous amount of statistical 
material on the Norwegian Lutheran churches in America, and 
have presented it in usable form. After two introductory chap- 
ters on conditions in Norway "from which we came" and the 
establishment in the New World, the first volume takes up the 
organization of churches by states in chronological order, begin- 
ning with Illinois, where the first church was started in La Salle 
County in 1836. Within the state, the treatment is by county, 
according to date of establishment. Thirty-nine states are thus 
discussed in the work, as well as the Territory of Alaska and the 
District of Columbia. The four hundred pages devoted to a 
survey of the churches in Minnesota are of special interest to the 
people of this state. An analysis of the churches in Canada oc- 
cupies nearly a hundred pages of the second volume. 

Detailed information about each church is given on the follow- 
ing subjects : its name and location, the synod to which it belongs, 
the date of organization, the number of members, the names of its 
ministers with their dates of service, its affiliated' societies and 
the money raised by each, the church property and its cost, the 
publications, and the salary paid to the minister. In some cases 



